Loyce Lester lives in this $175,000 home tax-free.

By Diane Bukowski

Loyce Lester has joined many ministers in Detroit
who are building expensive homes around their
churches, unaffordable for thousands of Detroiters
caught up in a wave of foreclosures and
homelessness, and untaxable as long as they are
owned by the church.

“I am presently engaged in redeveloping the State
Fair Subdivision with a total of 40 new homes
ranging from $175,000 to $250,000 and constructing
a new senior citizen complex consisting of 100
units,” he said in a letter to Rev. David Murray of the
Detroit Board of Education in 2006, when he applied
to head the Detroit Public Schools police oversight
committee.

Lester signed a mortgage of $750,000 with Fifth
Third Bank last year, in the name of the Original

New Grace Missionary Baptist Church, for

neighborhood properties ranging from 19400 to
19446 Troy. According to the city assessor’'s web
site, his tiny church at 1115 Carmel also owns
properties from 19451 Troy to 19463 Troy, as well as
several others on Annin and Carmel. He has already
built a $175,000 church-owned home for himself at

By Marie Thornton

Editor's Note: School Board member Thornton appeared in
court Nov. 26 to fight Loyce Lester’s challenge to he?®.

His attorney Cliff Woodard showed up three hours late, and
interviewed Lester on the stand for a brief period, during
which Lester reiterated in detail the insults he haarted at
Thornton during board meetings. Then Woodard said he had
another hearing, and the case was adjourned to Dec. 11.
Thornton is also due in 38 District Court Mon. Dec. 10 for a
pre-trial hearing on false charges that she assaulted and
“jostled” Lester after a school board meeting. She is asking al

to come in her support

As our student population drops to 104,975 this fall,
guestions are being raised about the sale and leasing
of school board property to for profit charter school
entrepreneurs. If the population drops below 100,000
with further planned school closings, it will trigger a
state law allowing more charter schools in Detroit.

According to a Board Member Brief sent by Dr.
Connie Calloway to all members Nov.16, President
Jimmy Womack asked Dr. Calloway about the
legality of the Board’s banning the sale and lease of
school board property to those wanting to create
additional charter schoolgcontinued on Page 2)

19452 Troy (see photo), for which he pays no taxedMarie speaks at Henry Ford High School Nov. 14,

“for religious reasons.” (continued on page 2)



Strather earlier received $26 million in federal Hope
(cont. from p. 1) VI funds to re-develop the Jeffries Projects, now

Lester, investors raid school aid fund dominat_ed by the Woodbri_dge Estates, homes and
condos in the $200,000 price range,
Lester is likely linked with investors who are raiding - . .,
the state school aid fund to build a shopping mall at Other pastors building so-called “market-rate”
Eight Mile and Woodward, near his church, while ~ 10using include Jim Holley of Little Rock Baptist
children wander city streets because they no longer Church and the Rev. Marvin Winans, who is building

have neighborhood schools due to massive closures @ $60 million church and 50 single family homes
adjacent to Lester’s properties.

In July, Governor Jennifer Granholm signed Public
Act 0044 of 2007, introduced by State Senator Buzz
Thomas (D-Detroit). It was specifically designed to
create a “corridor improvement authority” in the area "Board President Womack requested information about

) . . DPS real estate,” said Calloway. “President Womack

family, and lately the mammoth Chicago-based as West Side Academy on Dexter; the answer is yes. The
General Growth Properties plan to build the $70 property was not a typical school building, and DPS
million Shoppes at Gateway Park there. The Act vacated the property June, 2006."

gives them the use of at least $9 to $10 million in
state school aid funds. The legislation requires that
the project must also include housing for the area.

(cont. from p. 1)

"President Womack also wanted to know if the District

has a policy of not selling or leasing to charter schools,
Calloway continued. “Under state law, school districts ar
prohibited from completely banning tenants/purchasers of
schools who plan to use them as schools. However, DPS
Lester and Jim Holley were originally involved with ~ attempts to identify the intended purpose of the

Schrott and Nederlander in 2000 in a failed plan to ténants/purchaser to ensure the purpose is consistent with
build a racetrack in the same location, with Lesper t  the District's overall goals.

get a housing complex and a bingo hall. Schrott was gjnce the conception of the massive school closures | have
exposed in a 2000 article in the Metro Times by Curt rajised concerns about this issue of selling school pgopert
Guyette, “Six Degrees of Bernie,” as a drug money to those wanting to dismantle our first class educational
launderer implicated in several drug- related murderssystem. Several members of the facilities committee,

_ ) _ along with Lamont Satchel and former interim
The City Council passed zoning changes for the superintendent William F. Coleman, misled the majority

Drug money launderer behind earlier deal

Gateway project in 2004, and the city’s General of the Board claiming there was a clause in contract
Retirement System pledged to invest up to $21 agreements prohibiting the sale or lease of school board
million in the project in 2005. property to charter school entrepreneurs.

At the time, the project was to break ground the next Board members challenged my addressing this concern.
year, but apparently the developers needed more  The West-Side Academy is now owned by Dr. William
public money. Now it is set to break ground in 2009, (Billy) Taylor, Jr. of Novi and called "Get Back Umd.

. : Editor's Note: While Taylor, a former U-M star athlete
two years after passage of the state legislation. and ex-addict, claims the facility will open in December as

Other ministers build housing for the well-to-do a drug rehab center, there is no medical doctor listed on
its website, only a social worker. Taylor has a Ph..D in
Wendell Anthony’s new $16 million Fellowship Education. The center is licensed as a charity (non-
Chapel is partnering with Herb Strather to build the taxable, but not a substance abuse center, on state web
$40 million “Fellowship Village Estates,” homes sites. The company’s 2006 Articles of Incorporation say it
costing $170,000 to $267,000. To make them will “receive and administer funds to coach, encourage,

mentor, motivate, inspire and educate high school and

“affordable,” Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick is giving college students . . .”

owners 12-year tax abatements.



You read these issues in history books and see them
on television reports and think to yourself what it
might have been like to live in those times, and then
you fashion your brain to focus on the present day
and realize I'm living in those days.

Every political trick, social engineering tactic and

economic perversion is being acted out before my

eyes. | live in a time where an individual isn’t judged

by their actions but how they present their plan.d liv

in a time where truth and justice is a dead and buried _ . .

concept, but the accumulation of a dollar bill is the ~ Y0uth outside a meeting where Highland Park
order of the day. | live in a time where elected leader t€achers were being told of mass lay-offs in 2004.

and non-elected leaders pursue noble reputations i _ o
while serving their own interests. accomplishments of the enemy. Their advice is

misleading and harmful. It only benefits a small
| live in a time where our leaders answer to no one circle while the whole stands stranded
but their financial contributors and their public and waiting an outcome.
relations consultants. | witness the masses besome _ _ .
selfish and separated, that idiosyncrasy cripples a But that advice has died, and | have begun thinking

potential movement that could have rendered justice.2Nd acting for myself, because every rival you have
| live in a time where law enforcement is encouraged chosen made tremendous advances. With board fields

to closely observe the actions of poor and working of misinformation disseminated, | have learned that

poor while politicians mismanage unlimited amounts ONIY the audacious can win wars. Now that | have
of tax dollars and not one committee can be created fdden my psyche of your ill-given advice I'm forced
to trace and scrutinize the redistribution of public {0 @nalyze the world by my condition and living

money. | live in a time where challenging anyone in gstandard. I'll stop criticizing faces ar_ld bodit_as but
position of authority and influence is considered learn to analyze systems and machines, critically

blasphemy, and any well dressed lie can be praised &'alyzing the willing and legal components of these
the gospel. | live in that time where justice is a far ~ SYStéms and machines and understanding how the

and distant concept. decisions they make impact my livelihood.

When these decisions become too overwhelming |
can properly organize my peers and challenge issues
of a deeper matter, rather than paying attention to

given some sticky sweet historical version of a superficial problems and ignoring the most profound

known uprising. | live in a time where safety, caution Problems. In closing the old fights are becoming

and obedience are the hand played by victims of ~ Irrélevant and = grossly —perverted by current
political theater. Our leaders let us down, we can't leadership. New problems and issues have affected a

entrust them with our hopes and ambitions. The new generation of thinkers and fighters pursuing
fundamental principles of change are replaced with much different agendas then previous generations. A

two way academic logic that leaves us in old traps N€W battle is possible because of the complex
with a different coat of paint and new trigger individuals who possess complex issues and who will

switches. Our leaders haven't equipped us with not shy away from copiex solutions and tactics to

innovative tools to combat our opponent. Because ~ WiN- Most importantly, the new fightgrs will shun
deep down our leaders are too busy admiring the ~ Public glory and focus on the endgame: JUSTICE.

| reside in a generation that lacks rebellion. A
generation that refuses to define a visible enemy, a
generation that hasn’'t been educated in rebelling or
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Instead of acting to stop foreclosures now, Gov.
Jennifer Granholm and Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick
celebrated predatory lender Quicken Loans’ move to
downtown Detroit. Its owner Dan Gilbert, who com-
missioned the video above, is worth $1.2 billion, but will

Moratorium to Stop Foreclosures and Utility Shut-
offs.

During the 1930’s, the State legislature utilized its
emergency powers to pass the Mortgage Moratorium
Act, Act No. 98, Pub.Acts 1933. The Act extended
the redemption period during which homeowners
could not have their property taken from them after
foreclosure from six months to 5 years. The
Michigan Moratorium Act was upheld by the
Michigan and U.S. Supreme courts

Coupled with the economic devastation that has hit
the people of Michigan, the foreclosure crisis in
Detroit is a direct product of the racist, predatory
lending practices of the banks and financial
institutions. In Detroit, 85% of mortgages are “sub-

receive $200 million in tax abatements over 20 years fromPrime”, meaning that they are at a much higher rate

the city and state. See Quicken consumer complaints at:

www.consumeraffairs.com/finance/quickenloans
mortgage.html.
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By Jerry Goldberg

The Michigan Emergency Committee Against War
and Injustice (MECAWI) has begun a grassroots
campaign demanding that Governor Granholm use

than the 6% rate for “prime” mortgages.

Most of the mortgages are variable adjustable rate
mortgages, meaning the payments double or triple
after the first couple of years. Seniors who had paid
off their homes, now find themselves with
unaffordable monthly payments, as a result of being
lured into unaffordable, illegal mortgages by brokers
working on behalf the financial institutions. Studies
have documented that even among African-
Americans and Latinos with good credit, sub-prime
mortgages are the rule due to racist banking practices.

her emergency powers under Michigan law to declargyhile Mayor Kilpatrick is appealing to the banks and

a State of Economic Emergency and impose a
moratorium to stop foreclosures and utility shut-offs.

Over 24,000 homes in the City of Detroit alone are
facing foreclosure by the banks and finance
companies. About 6,000 more are subject to tax
foreclosure. That means over 10% of Detroit’s
population is potentially facing imminent

homelessness. Thousands face a winter with no hea&,

water or electricity.

finance companies, the very institutions that caused
the crisis, to help people in foreclosure, and Governor
Granholm continues to ignore the needs of Detroiters,
a moratorium on foreclosures would provide
immediate relief to poor and working people. An
Organizing Meeting Dec. 8 will plan demonstrations
and actions, and include speakers to advise people of
heir rights to challenge the predatory lending
practices that have helped created this crisis.

Three separate Michigan statutes — MCL 10.31
et.seq., 10.85 et.seq. and 30.401 et.seq — mandate
the Governor declare a State of Emergency during
periods of crisis, natural or ‘man-made,” and provide
special powers to meet the crisis. MECAWI is
demanding that Governor Granholm utilize these

A COMMUNITY MEETING IS BEING HELD
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1:00 PM, AT
CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 23
E. ADAMS, 4TH FLOOR, TO ORGANIZE A
FIGHTBACK MOVEMENT FOR A
MORATORIUM ON FORECLOSURES AND
SHUT-OFFS. For more info, call 313-319-0870.

emergency powers to impose an Emergency



Story and photos by Agnes Hitchcock

With the plans announced for the coming of the “Negtrait,”
the Northend has come under greater assault from prgdat
lenders, speculators and so called developers in an teffcear
the land for the “Next Detroiters.” The Chrysler Exgsway,
I-75 sliced into the heart of the community ripping the
economic foundation of our community years ago leadirige
destruction of much of our history and livelihood.

Since that time factories have closed, small businesses
scarce, city services are in shambles, the populat®aded

and some residents have moved to seek a better qudifey. of
Parents of teenagers and adolescents must send fildrierch

out of the neighborhood in search of public schoolsise our
middle and high schools have been closed which makes @alkin
to school out of the question. However many have chtmse
remain in our stately and once stately homes. In espteme
shortcomings, the Northend is home to “Now Northeriden®

are under daily assault in an effort to clear the land.

321 Hague: Wells Fargo Bank Foreclosure

Real estate speculators are now coming in to the nailghbdd
acquiring rundown property which is beyond repair. The
properties should have never been sold without stipulagiods
close monitoring requiring extensive renovations or deraoli
These speculators then make just enough cosmetic repges t
a mortgage based on an inflated appraisal. Building antiySafe
is missing in action while these cosmetic repairsiaree. Once
these checks are approved and paid out the speculaks wal
away with huge profits leaving the area even morélé&ag
These properties, many of which had been lost because of
property tax foreclosures are never returned to theotkx
because the speculators never had intention of rehtabdithe
property for the benefit of improving the neighboriooThere
may have been grant monies allowed to these interlopEng
taxpayers are then stuck with the cost of demolition s Ehjust
another way of clearing the land for the “Next Detraitid
making a killing at the expense of the Northend by sjp¢ord
and other Detroit taxpayers.

Now come the developers building ten year blight houses.
These houses are totally out of sync with the charattthe

571 E. Philadelphia: currently in tax forfeiture.
579 E. Philadelphia: sold for $20,000 to new owner.

current houses in the neighborhood. The staple hontleis in
neighborhood are large free standing brick and wooddram
homes mostly single and two family. These homes wasly
solidly built in the early 1900’s with large front porchesirsy
twenty feet from the sidewalk with four or more bedro@nd a
formal dining room. Our homes have parlors, sittingms,

back and side porches, hardwood floors, walnut, oak and pine
wood accents, wet plaster, third and sometimes fourdhn flo
attics, leaded and stained glass windows, natural frepla
nooks, crannies and so much charm. Developers builceten y
blight houses in our neighborhood using prefab and module
components made of inferior materials and the castti®f the
reach of current residents and their children. &humsts sit
sometimes as little as 10 feet from the sidewalk and bae

look of cookie cutter boredom. Many of the units are built
without storm and screen doors. There is little tonage
outdoor space that comes with these units. Our city
administration often gives tax abatements to the dpgetoand
inhabitants while the taxes of longtime residents msee
because of the supposed value of these ten year properties.

Hundreds of millions of dollars have flowed into they @t
Detroit under the guise of improving the neighborhootise
Northend received millions of dollars however the qualftiife
for residents improved little. Speculators, developmedatory
lenders, non-profits, politicians, churches and mahgrsthave
done well but residents have come up lacking every time.
Assistance to help current homeowners must be scealnfinl
like crumbs thrown to birds and is never enough to bffse
damages done in preparation for the “Next Detroit”.

402 E. Philadelphia: Creative Corp Capital Holdings LLC
made cursory improvements and then left this eyesore.
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The Reverend Michael Shoels, father of Isaiah Shoelgnilyeblack student slain during the 1999
Columbine High School Massacre in Littleton, Coloradgsshe Van Buren School District was right
to expel Belleville High students for internet postings shgwireapons and drugs.

"l applaud the action of Michigan's Van Buren School isin taking action against those students that
glorified violence and drugs in their very threateningiinét posting. Before my son was murdered at
Columbine, his killers posted threats on the internet. Welsasigns and parents warned school
administrators who did nothing in Colorado. That inactiost tives," said Reverend Shoels. Shoels
family spokesman Sam Riddle, who has worked with them #ieceassacre, joined Shoels in praising
Van Buren officials.

"How many more students must die before authoritieglutation ‘get it'? We must have the courage

world-wide to take pre-emptive action when threats ofevioé are posted on the internet. | am a strong

proponent of the First Amendment but just as that right doesxtend to those that would falsely scream
"FIRE!" in a crowded theatre or discuss bombs or hijackingsiairport, neither does one have the right to post shoeahe internet given the
reality of copycat killings," said Riddle.

Riddle elaborated, "Columbine, Virginia Tech and Finlaribstshooters posted on the internet in a manner simithetposting by Belleville
High students. Students died because we did not take actiont Dield to those that play the race card. School distmetst fight back. School
violence is a reality that transcends race," said Riddie is an African American.

Editor's Note: Grass roots school board candidate Sandra Hines gagdex whopping 44 percent of the vote in District 5,
although she was up against Board Vice-President Joyce HayessG(iles had unlimited funds for her campaign from co-
executives at her employer DTE, the Detroit Chamber, amihdny Soave’s PAC, Citizens for Michigan, among others.
Candidates Terry Catchings (with broad union support) and Otiiathis did oust Paula Johnson and Jonathan Kinloch, in a
hopeful sign for this January, when board officers are up for-edection, and for opponents of the Aramark contract.

Dear Citizens of District 5;

| want to take this opportunity to thank you for your suppodt@mcouragement. Your vote demonstrates your commitméight
for children to receive a quality education from thegrDit Public Schools. The great activist/scholarBAIBLIBois in his essay
Freedom to Learn stated:

“Of all the civil rights for which the world has struggled ahfought for, 5000 years, the right to learn is
undoubtedly the most fundamental. The freedom to leaas been brought by bitter sacrifice. And whatever
we may think of the curtailment of other civil rightsye should fight to the last ditch to keep open the rightaarn.”

Due to the closing of over 30 schools, the life bloodwfcommunity, | am committed to advocating for outdren to have the
right to learn. The Detroit Public School Board mersbmust be accountable for
providing efficient management of our public schools.

When | was a school board candidate | outlined five kayents for
Comprehensive School Reform. They are rebuilding ¢éneneunity through
education, mandatory site visits for Board Members, atnldbefore contracts,
accountability for Title | Funds, and programs thapriave literacy and reduce
truancy. With your support we can develop

a network system of care that will serve as the ysttal empowering our
children to learn and engage in our community.

Together in Partnership

Sandra D. Hines School board vice-president Joyce Hayes-Giles and her
Coordinator husband 38" District Court Judge Ronald Giles live in
Coalition to Restore Hope to DPS this luxurious home in Palmer Woods and send their

daughters to Mercy High in Farmington Hills. Giles
voted to close 34 schools this yearttwinore coming.
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By Chris White, Co-Coordinator of
the Coalition to Restore Hope to DPS

The State Board of Education has weighed in on the
textbook calamity at DPS. In a response to the
Coalition to Restore Hope to DPS (CRHDPS) dated
Nov. 20, State Board of Education President
Kathleen Straus saidle State Board of Education
has no authority in this matter, and therefore
cannot direct the Detroit Public Schools Board to
distribute take home textbooksencourage you to
continue to work with individual members of the
Detroit Board of Education and your new
superintendent to resolve these concerns.

Students proved mass organizing can work when they helpedist Wayne Straus further indicates, “As you are aware, many
County Circuit Court Chief Judge Mary Beth Kelly to support Judge school districts are struggling with limited resources
Deborah Thomas, racially representative juries and habeasogpus. to provide a quality education for all students. Each
school district determines how best to use its budget
to provide these services. If a parent or concernaeeitisagrees with how this money is being spent, théyade the option of
attending the next local school board meeting toudisthese issues.”

President Straus and members of the State Board, weelr@wvare of the options we have as parents and mntsideDetroit. We are
also aware of the fact that under the state takddR& was fiscally mismanaged. It does not take a roclezitsst to discover that the
takeover led to the construction of overpriced schoedsihg of overpriced central administrative head-quarteation of overpaid
unnecessary layers of manage-ment, privatized districhtopes and accelerated student loss. Under the skai@/t the district’s
fiscal condition deterio-rated from a $93 million dollarggus in 1999 to a $48.7 million general fund deficit in 2004. @Gupayers
are saddled with state bonds totaling $210,000,000, that 71%reitDweters advised the State to forgive in the Novanebection.

One would think the State and Detroit Boards would prothéemost fundamental resource students need to obtattuaation, a
textbook. Textbooks for students are not a priority fostned the members of the Detroit school board. o, fextbooks take a back
seat to school closings and covering up $46 million dagarmanagement scandals. Detroit School Board mendbgce Hayes-
Giles, Tyrone Winfrey and Jimmy Womack have arguedstumtents don’t need take home textbooks to learn.

Ask Winfrey, did his son have a take home textbook problaheatxclusive private Country Day School in Birmingham he
graduated from? Ask Hayes-Giles, did her daughter haeehtae textbooks at Mercy, a private school in Farminigttis ?

The elitist mindset of these members of the DPSddimard is one of the reasons Detroit is missirgntiark. Their failure to
provide updated textbooks and other resources hinders comgirehschool reform. Failure to provide take homédtmoks
eliminates independent study opportunities as well as the etorpbf homework assignments. One would believe actdioard
comprised of three doctors and two lawyers, arguablynibet educated board in the history of the district, woud@eniextbook
delivery a mandate. In light of the fact that K MartzBfi Comerica and a host of other companies are gtitanstate to find a
higher educated workforce, it would seem that our StatedBoambers would do more than try to circumvent statetss.

The State Board of Education and the Michigan Legigtawill quickly interfere against our will concernifigcal matters at DPS.
The State Treasurer won't hesitate to call in borldérs if the district defaults on any one of our bondswéler when asked to hold
a Town Hall meeting in Detroit to hear and addressrgar and students’ concerns, the President of the Boatieel of Education
takes a hands-off approach.. Citizens of Detroit, wencalonger be defecated on politically.

We vow that the State Board of Education will create policsswyell as push the legislature to establish laws that empaue
children. The Governor will spend her last years in a#i working with the State Superintendent to provide oigirsand
assistance into DPS. The Detroit School Board will put cinén before contracts and the Coalition to Restore Hope to DRS
conjunction, with the community, will press all four of #se entities to the wall until a permanent imprint igtle
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Three months into the school year, the consequentke of
massive school closings in DPS are clear — Detrsif®ols are
being turned into prisons. The police riot againststidents
peacefully protesting school closings last M&yaf Northern
High School was just a taste of what DPS Superintendent
Connie Calloway and Detroit School Board Presidentmien
Womack have in store, with the backing of Detroit Mayor
Kwame Kilpatrick, who wants charter schools. Dismagtli
public education in Detroit requires declaring war agahnest
rights, dignity and physical wellbeing of the studentBeffroit.

Calloway intends to have police stations and holding pen
Detroit high schools. DPS security guards have been
transformed into licensed, gun-toting police offic@isese new
arrogant, brutal in-school police have the go-ahead to peppe
spray students at wilhsidethe schools.

the DFT Committee for First Class Quality Schoolehailing
marquette6 @hotmail.cam

Womack’s insistence on pursuing the witch hunt against DPS
activist teachers Steve Conn and Heather Mitlespite the fact
that it has been revealed that DPS police tampered \aittl
destroyed evidencdgn addition to having no case against them)
is guaranteed to result in the District owing huge suntegal
fees and damages to Miller, Conn and dozens of studsiots
were brutalized on May 1st.

We mustexposewhat is happening in the schools amgdanize
action to change it. Any student who has been a victim of, or
witnessed police brutality, pepper-spraying within theoetd)

or disciplines, suspensions or exclusions for supposed dress
code or tardiness violations must come forward andkspata
Any Detroit student, teacher, parent or community imens

who want to stop the campaign of terror that DPS hawxled
against our young people must attend the Town Hall meeting
sponsored by BAMN and several Wayne State University
organizations and academics bhursday Dec. 6, 2007.

Last week at King High School, a student was attacked by three

security guards, pepper sprayed, hand-cuffed and suspemded

not tucking his shirt in fast enough while on his way out thfe
school Earlier this fall DPS police pepper sprayed members o
the Osborn High School football team who stayed afteocic

to practice. Young women students are continually beiaig-m
handled, sexually harassed and disciplined by DPS police.

These policies will drive more students out of DPS aitarter
schools or privately contracted DPS “last chance” or
“continuation” high schools. The closing of 33 DPS schoats ha

f
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already resulted in the loss of 10,000 students. Thousands m@re

students now travel to distant, over-crowded, under-resdurc
schools, if they are not in the streets attendingaimol as
many have observed.

Some DPS schools now have 50-60 students in a class.
Nonetheless, DPS plans to close and consolidate snboels!

DPS warehouses are stocked with unopened cartons of book$

Detroit teachers are being threatened with more layoff
Detroit’s chess teams, some of which are renowned
championship teams, have had their funding, right tdi®
schools and transportation revoked, causing the catioalbf
chess team matches.

At every high school in the City, students are turnedyaat the
doors, or made to miss many class hours because of petty
uniform violations.DPS is violating itsown Student Code of
Conduct by suspending and expelling students for tardess
and dress code violationsAny student or parent of a student
who is unjustly disciplined and wishes to fight the disngpl
should call BAMN at 313-438-3748. Teachers should

p.

document and file all violations of class size maximuviiks




Family and friends of Brandon Moore (in photo) after hisfuneral
including his mother Susie Burks to left of photo wth program,
and his oldest brother John Moore, Jr. at center behindittle girl.

By Diane Bukowski

This Thanksgiving week-end marked the one-year
anniversary of 16-year-old Brandon Moore’s death at
the hands of three-time killer cop Eugene Williams on
Nov. 26. His father, John Moore, said “Our family is
having a really hard time getting through the holidays.”

Despite the fact that Brandon was shot in the back,
Prosecutor James Gonzalez said in a Sept. 10 letter to
Brandon’s mother Susie Burks, “l would first like to
express my deepest sympathy for the loss of your son.
As supervisor of the Public Integrity Unit, | wish to
inform you that we have thoroughly reviewed all the
police reports, witness statements, Medical Examiner’s
protocol, and all other relevant materials . . . The

applicable laws were reviewed and a legal
determination was made that criminal charges could
not be filed since there is insufficient evidence thgtame was committed.”

John held Brandon in his arms as he died.

Brandon was shot by Williams, who was allegedly moonlightingemurity at the National Wholesale Liquidators store
on Eight Mile near Van Dyke, after he and a group of friemele forced out of the store because some were under 17.
His brother and friends said Brandon was running from &vil§ after the non-uniformed cop pulled a gun. The same
Public Integrity Unit, operating under Prosecutor Kym Warthyspending thousands of tax dollars prosecuting school
board member Marie Thornton for defending herself agaimgtman-hating pastor.

It also spent thousands appealing Judge Deborah Thomassshdiofi charges against Melvin Shields, Jr., a victim
rapist cops Michael Osman and Michael Parish. The appealt, which included Loyce Lester’s friend Judge Michael
Talbot, ruled that it was legal for the cops to go Bhields’ underwear and separate his buttocks as follows:

. .. the gluteal cleft, the area outside the anus, is plainiyt the rectal cavity. Further, while the area is nasible by
normal observation under certain circumstances, it is visibenormal observation by simply separating the cheeks of
the buttocks. Therefore, the officer did not conduct a body gasgarch when he grasped and pulled out the bag
protruding from defendant’s gluteal cleft, and the trial couetred in suppressing the evidenceNever mind that no

trial had been held to prove that thereredrugs in Shields’ “gluteal cleft.” Osman and Parisgtr@never charged for
dozens of rapes they committed on Black men last ye&arct Osman was promoted to sergeant.

Let us not forget the prosecutor’'s and Mayor Kwame
Kilpatrick’s stand on matters like life-endangering

wife abuse and the appropriate punishment. After
Kilpatrick’'s press secretary Matt Allen pushed his wife
Tania’s head against a wall and then through a window,
he was simply charged with misdemeanor domestic
violence, instead of assault with intent to commit murder.
He faces the same possible time in jail that school board
member Thornton faces for allegedly dropping gravy

on Loyce Lester and scratching his chin, charges she
denies. And he remains on as Kilpatrick’s spokesman.

Matt Allen and wife Tania, mother to his one-
year-old daughter, in happier times.
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By Cindy Darrah

Cindy Sheehan has been one of the true leaders of tbe p@aement. After
her son’s death in Iraq, she set up the Camp Casayngmeent next to George
Bush’s ranch in Crawford, Texas. On Nov. 18 at Cobo Hallrsheived the
Cranbrook Peace Foundation award and delivered fen®@ial peace lecture.

During her speech, she confronted U.S. Congressman JolyerSdor not
cutting off war spending, and for failing to bring impeaemtproceedings
against Cheney and Bush to the floor. Conyers wibastitution in Crisis”
before the midterm Democratigictory,” in which he called for impeachment.
A week earlier at Peace Action’s'5@nnual Dinner, Randy Rhodest{odes@airarmericaradio.cdmentioned impeachment many
times, each time getting a standing ovation from the laog@nce. Conyers introduced both of these speakédrasat évents.
Recently Dennis Kucinich introduced a bill to impeach Chemviay is now cooking the intelligence to justify an attaokiran.

So far, over one million Iragis are dead, 5 million afegees; nearly 4,000 Americans are dead, untold numbensded physically
and psychologically, 6,500 have committed suicide, and AWW@te up 80%. Billions have been spent on the war thatdshe
spent on the needs of the people at home. Cindy is askitggget involving in stopping the war machine. Ouldcan are being used
for cannon fodder; she advocates working with anti-igaant groups like “FAME” to keep our children out of grened services.
Cindy is also running against U.S. House speaker NanogiPeho “took impeachment off the table.” She want®usrite pro-
impeachment letters to Pelosi and send them to Cindte @t 1260 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 ehil address is
Cindy@CindyforCongress.orgnd her phone number is (562) 912-5859.
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P.O. Box 31-22623
Detroit, Michigan 48231



